


On Sunday, 14 leading Buddhist teachers of blade African descent gathered at I mon 

Theological Se1ninary .in the City of New York for ''Bfack & Budd.hist in America," a 

conversation about dharma, the state of the world, and what it means to be a black Buddhist 

in A1nerica today. 

Attendees included Rev .. angel Kyodo wHliams, Lama Rod Owens, Painda Ayo Yetunde,. Gina 

Sharpe, Ruth King, Myokei Caine -Barrett, Shon.in, Ralph Steele, Gretchen Rohr,. Jozen 

Tamori Gibson, Chimyo Atkinson, Kainilah Majied, l�onda 1'vlason, \l\"en .. Dr. Pannavati, and 

Dawa Tarchin Ph.iJlips, representing various Schools of Buddhis!l'.n. 

The dialogue followed the conclusion of The Gathening, a historic meeting of 30 Buddhist 

teachers of black African descent on Friday .. The teachers answered audienoe questions 

including on the importance of bfack Buddhists cmning together,. how Buddhists can engage 

as activists in issues of social justice, and the chaHenges they've faced as people of color in 

the Buddhist tradition. 

The Gathering ,vas co-hosted by Lion's Roar and Union Theological Seminary's Thich Nhat 

H�nh Program for Engaged Buddhism, with support from the Arthur Vining Davis 

Foundations, the Hen1era Foundation, and the Frederidk P. Lenz Foundation. 

,,Vatch the entire conversation below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWeOKjU9F6o



